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NOTICE TO A VICTIM OF A CRIME COMMITTED BY AN UNDERAGE PERSON 
(ART. 90-BIS - Code of Criminal Procedure)
This notice wants to provide the victim of a crime committed by a person under the age of 18 with a short summary about the rights and faculties granted to him/her by the Italian legal system. 
We recommend that you read this notice carefully and, in case of doubt, ask your lawyer for clarification or contact the information point in our office.
The Italian code provides for a series of rights and faculties (art. 90 bis of the Code of Criminal Procedure) for the person victim of a crime who can exercise them directly or through a lawyer appointed to defend him/her.
In addition to the rights and faculties that are granted by law to victims, the State Attorney’s Office attached to the Juvenile Court of Naples has provided for a number of initiatives in favor of the victims of a crime. To learn more about it, consult the following website LINK 
If the victim of the crime dies, his/her rights shall be exercised:
- by his or her close relatives, i.e. parents, children, siblings, uncles, nephews; spouse, parents and siblings of the spouse, and any other relatives as mentioned in the Code of Criminal Procedure (Article 307, paragraph 4 of the Code of Criminal Procedure);
- by the victim's partner/living partner, i.e. the person to whom the victim is linked by a stable emotional relationship. 
Certain rights and powers belong to all victims of a crime.
Others, on the other hand, only apply to the victims of certain crimes, in particular those committed with violence or threats to the person (e.g. mistreatment, persecution or stalking, injuries, etc.).
Particularly, the offended person:
1. may lodge a complaint or a lawsuit orally or in writing (not by email) to the Public Prosecutor or to a judicial police officer (to this end, the victim can go to the nearest Carabinieri station or State Police office). 
If the person is abroad, the complaint may also be filed with a Consulate officer;
if the victim resides in a EU State other than the one where the crime was committed, he/she is entitled to have the complaint transmitted to the Judicial Authority of the State where the crime was committed, by means of the Public Prosecutor;
2. can check anytime if entries have been added in the criminal records at the State Attorney’s Office (art. 335 of the Code of Criminal Procedure) in which he/she is listed as injured party (this is carried out to know if criminal proceedings have started to ascertain the facts of which he/she has been a victim). 
After 6 months from the complaint/lawsuit, it is possible to ask the State Attorney’s Office what stage are the proceedings at: in order to obtain these updates, a written request shall have to be submitted (by filling in a ready-made form) at the Secretariat of the competent State Attorney’s Office.
These updates cannot be provided in cases of organized crime and of some crimes against persons or particularly serious crimes against property.
3. can appoint anytime a lawyer to represent him/her, to defend his/her rights and exercise the rights to which he/she is entitled to; the offended person can ask the lawyer to be paid by the State (legal aid) in case of an income lower than 11,528.41 euros/per year as provided by the Ministerial Decree dated 07.05.2015 with an increase by 1,032.90 per each single cohabiting person. 
Victims of abuse within the family, sexual abuse, group sexual assault, stalking as well as other serious crimes for which only the articles of the criminal law code are mentioned: 583 bis and if committed against children for the crimes provided by articles 600, 600, bis, 600 ter, 600 2 quinquies, 601, 602, 609 quinquies and 609 undecies of the Code of Criminal Procedure), can ask to be granted legal aid, whatever the family’s income. 
4. Is entitled to state or choose a domicile for any notification, but if a lawyer is appointed, all motifications provided by law will be sent directly to the legal office.
If the foreign offended person is ascertained to be also a victim of human trafficking, abuse, kidnapping, injuries, sexual abuse and stalking or one of the offences provided by article 380 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, committed at a national level, he/she is entitled to be granted a residence permit for one year to stay away from the violence situation (art. 18 bis Law Decree 286/98).    
In proceedings for crimes committed with violence against the person (art.351, paragraph 1 ter of the Italian Code of Criminal Procedure), if the offended person is in a particularly vulnerable situation, he or she will be heard promptly with the help of an expert in psychology or psychiatry.
In any case, care will be taken to prevent him/her from having contact with the person under investigation and from being heard several times.
The offended party is entitled to file memoirs and to submit evidence (such as people to be heard, documents to be acquired, etc..). This right can be exercised both at the investigation stage and at any later stage, when the actual proceedings have started. 
The offended party can request to be informed of any request for dismissal filed by the Public Prosecutor so to allow to file an opposition notice, if he/she wishes so. In case of offences including violence against a person and in case of offences provided by article 624 bis of the Code of Criminal Procedure (residential burglary, snatching), the notification is however due even if not expressly requested.
The offended party is entitled to be informed if the Public Prosecutor proceeds to accomplish what for Italian law is known as atti non ripetibili that is non-repeatable acts (i.e. signposts, descriptive or photographic surveys and any other technical operation for which technical skills are required) and he/she is entitled to appoint his/her own technical consultant (Arts. 359, 360 Code of Criminal Procedure). 
In proceedings for crimes as provided by Arts. 572, 600, 600 bis, 600 ter and 600 quarter, even if related to pornographic materials as provided by Arts. 600 quarter, 600 quinquies, 601, 602, 609 bis, 609 quarter, 609 quinquies, 609 octies, 609 undecies and 612 bis of the Code of Criminal Procedure, the offended person can ask the Public Prosecutor to be heard with the so-called incidente probatorio, that is with a pre-trial evidence hearing. 
Except for the above-mentioned offences, when the offended person is in a particularly vulnerable condition, he/she can anyway ask the Public Prosecutor to proceed with the incidente probatorio to hear the witness.   
In case a restrictive measure is applied to the personal freedom, the offended person is entitled to ask to be informed about the events concerning any change or the end of the measure as well as any offender’s escape. 
The victims of a crime committed with violence against a person, are entitled to receive these information even when not requested.
Once the information received, they or their legal representative are entitled to file written observations within 2 days to this concern (please remember that written documents submitted by e-mail by private individuals are never taken into account). 

Once the preliminary investigation is concluded:
- the victim of abuse and/or stalking is entitled to receive notice that the investigation has been concluded;
- if a trial is held, all victims have the right to be notified of the date and place of the trial and of the offence for which the defendant is liable; no notice will be given for subsequent hearings. It will, therefore, be the involved person’s responsibility, to seek information about the dates of referral to the Court.
If the injured party does not know the Italian language, he/she is entitled to receive a free translation of the documents containing information useful for the exercise of his/her rights.
If he/she is to be heard, the proceeding authority shall appoint an interpreter.
The trial involving minors always takes place behind closed doors (i.e. without an audience because the people not involved in that trial are not allowed to take part in the hearing). 
The offended person is not obliged to attend the trial except when he or she has to be heard as a witness: in this case, he or she will receive a special summons stating that he or she is obliged to appear. 
If the victim does not speak Italian, the court will appoint an interpreter so that they will be heard in their mother tongue.
If the victim has to be heard as a witness in a trial, the injured party may request reimbursement of travel expenses from the judge. Travel expenses may be reimbursed only if the judge has given prior permission.
In cases of crimes committed with violence against the person, the victim has the right to ask the judge to be heard in a "protected mode", i.e. by providing suitable means to avoid contact, even only visual, between the victim and the defendant.
If he or she has suffered damage from the crime, the injured party can ask the civil judge for compensation: in the juvenile trial, the victim cannot become a civil party nor can he or she make a claim for compensation for the damage suffered; criminal conviction is not binding upon civil trials to refund damages.
For certain offences considered as less serious (known as persegubili a querela that is 	subject to private prosecution under criminal law), the injured party may at any time request that the proceedings/trial stop by withdrawing the complaint (with the exception of certain particular offences, such as sexual violence and sexual acts with minors, for which the complaint cannot be dismissed: art. 609 septies of the Code of Criminal Procedure). It should also be specified that in case of persecutory acts (art. 612 bis of the Code of Criminal Procedure) the dismissal of the complaint must necessarily occur by a trial, i.e. filed before the judicial authorities, and it is not allowed if the act was committed through serious and repeated threats.

If you want to know better about your rights, how to exercise them and what are the interventions in support of the victims prepared by the State Attorney's Office attached to the Juvenile Court of Naples, by the Police Forces and by the territorial services, consult the following website LINK.

